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Dear Member

Last month Brentwood Chamber of Commerce
held our 66" Annual Members Meeting,
hosted by Shenfield High School in their
impressive high tech ‘i Centre’.

The event enjoyed excellent support from a
large number of members. Our VIP guests
included the Deputy Mayor, Cllr. Joan Holmes,
Leader of the Council Clir. Louise McKinlay and
local MP Rt. Hon. Eric Pickles, newly appointed
Cabinet Minister.

Our picture
shows Rt. Hon.
Eric Pickles
addressing the
meeting,
expressing his
enthusiastic
backing for the
merger of
Shenfield High
School and Sawyers Hall College (both of them
Chamber members). The rationale for the
merger had been explained earlier by Head
Teacher Mr John Fairhurst during his welcoming
address as host, and he described the benefits
for education in Brentwood which this initiative
will bring.

Chairman Roger Kelsey & | reported on
Chamber’s progress during the past year, which
has seen 39 new members join, a big increase
in the effectiveness and popularity of the
networking programme and the provision of

www.brentwoodchambers.co.uk

‘value for money’ services, whilst maintaining
our record of not increasing subscription fees
for the fifth year running.

Now we turn our
attention to the
coming Chamber

year. It begins
with our
traditional
Summer

Barbeque on 1%
July. At a new
venue this year, Ashwells Sports & Country
Club, we will be inviting a panel of VIP guests
to take part in a Question & Answer session.
Details on how to book are given on page 4 of
this Newsletter and on our website.

We are also trialling something new and, we
believe, exciting. It is a Gallery networking
event on 24™ June at the Sherwin Gallery,
Shenfield — which will combine wine tasting,
buffet, art exhibition & talk, with opportunities
to network. Booking details are on page 4.

We are grateful to Chamber member
BookkeepingFirst.com for sponsoring this
month’s Newsletter. If you would like to
sponsor a future edition, at a cost of £100 to
cover the copying costs, we would very much
like to hear from you.

Mike Hawkins
Executive Secretary

This month’s Newsletter has been sponsored by
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Taking the hassle out of business by ensuring you
are on top of vour bookkeeping and payvroll

BookkeepingFirst.com was established as an offsite bookkeeping and payroll administration bureau in 2007; a family
business based in Brentwood, Essex and run by qualified accounting technician Charlotte Goldsmith-King a proud
member of the Brentwood Chamber of Commerce.

If you are looking for a professional bookkeeper who can keep you on top of your paperwork then [ am currently taking
on new clients in the area and would like to offer a wide range of services including:

General Bookkeeping

Bank Reconciliations

Payroll

Vat Returns

Management Accounts

Accounting Software Support
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| can take on one-off catch up work and ongoing monthly work and will be able to liaise closely with your accountant or
if you do not use one | can personally assist with all your filing requirements.

My charges are extremely competitive and after an initial free consultation | will be happy to arrange a fixed monthly
charge.

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any queries, in the mean time please take a look at my website at
www.bookkeepingfirst.com for further information.

I - :

< Professmnzg -
Bookkeepers’ Clu

I

S

I3 ookkeeping F=1rst.com

BOOKKEEPING © PAYROLL ® TAX
Charlotte Goldsmith-King ¢ BookkeepingFirst.com ¢ 6 Pinewood Way Hutton Brentwood Essex CM13 1HP
01277 216351 « 01277 500252 « 07515 350371
admin@bookkeepingfirst.com



MEMBER NEWS

We welcome the following new members who have recently joined Chamber:

|
!
Utilize Plc, Scottish Mutual House, 27-29 North Street, Hornchurch — IT Support Services |
Essex Energy Services, 66 Headley Chase, Warley, Brentwood — Gas & Electricity Testing |

|

DON'T LET YOUR BUSINESS DIE WITH YOU Pinney Talfourd LLP
Solicitors

By Matthew Edwards, Associate Salicitor, Private Client Department at Pinney Talfourd LLP

Have you considered the impact of your death on your business? Frequently, business owners, pre-occupied with
running their business, don't consider the arrangements needed to enable their business to continue without
disruption in the event of their unexpected death.

If you are in a business partnership, or director and shareholder of a company, your business interest passes
according to your Will. If you die intestate (without a Will), under the intestacy rules your estate is divided according to
law and may pass to people you did not intend. Either way, your surviving business owners are faced with the
prospect of the deceased person’s relatives inheriting an interest in the business — in some cases this may be
desirable but in most it won't. Careful business succession planning can avoid this scenario.

Joint business owners can enter into a written agreement known as a cross option agreement. This provides that
upon death the business may opt to purchase the deceased person’s business interest. Conversely, the executors of
the deceased have the option to sell the deceased person’s interest to the business. Neither party is obliged to
exercise their option under the agreement, however if one party does so the other must comply. The agreement
should be supported by life cover taken out by the business owners on the lives of each other. The policy proceeds
can then be applied by the business towards the purchase of the deceased person’s interest. Once the share in the
business has been sold to the surviving business owners the sale proceeds pass in accordance with the provisions of
the deceased’s Will. In these circumstances a carefully drawn Will can also save significant sums of Inheritance Tax
through the use of appropriate trusts.

For further information please contact Matthew Edwards on 01277 268700
or email matthew.edwards@pinneytalfourd.co.uk

Have you thought about promoting your
business by sponsoring one of the monthly
editions of this newsletter?

For the modest sum of £100 (to cover the actual costs of
copying) you will have the sponsorship attribution which
you can see on the front page of this newsletter and the
whole of page 2 which you can use as you like — for an
advert or an article. Previous sponsors have found that
this has brought in extra business; more than enough to
cover the costs. Please contact the office and we will be
very happy to talk to you and schedule your edition.




DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Sgn Off

Recently we have been enjoying fine summer weather and let’'s hope it continues.
Particularly so for two outstanding networking and social events which we are about to hold.
The first is a brand new idea — an Art Gallery networking event with buffet and wine tasting
on 24™ June, featuring artist Robert Hardy talking about his work. Shortly after that, on 1
July, our popular annual Summer BBQ is being held - this year in Ashwells Sports & Country
Club. I am sure that you will enjoy both of these events and | look forward to seeing you
there to raise a glass and toast the future success of your business.

Mike Hawkins
Executive Secretary
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