
 
 

 

Dear Member   
 

I am delighted to tell you that we have agreed to 
support Chamber member Brentwood Theatre’s 
expansion scheme by sponsoring a corporate 
brick.   

  
We believe 
it is very 

important 
for the local 
community 

to get 
behind our 

local 
theatre and 
we wish 

them well with their expansion.  We hope more 
local businesses as well as the general public will 
add to the support already given. 
 
The Theatre’s positive plans are good news in a 
generally gloomy economic environment, with 
the country officially heading for recession.   
 
Or is it?   Commentators seem divided on how 
long the downturn will last - with one of the 
country’s leading economists, Professor David 
Miles (who is also an advisor to the Government 
on the state of the mortgage market), predicting 
that the downturn will be far less severe than 
some people expect.  He says the economy will 
suffer only a small dip in the coming year and it 
is unlikely to be as bad as the early 1990’s.  Let 
us hope he is right. 
 
Meanwhile, here in Brentwood some observers 
believe that the country’s straightened 
circumstances could have surprising beneficial 
effects for the local economy.  As people give up 

longer car journeys because of high fuel prices, 
so out-of town shopping could become less  
attractive and more people will feel inclined to 
shop in Brentwood. 
 
The British are a remarkably resilient, even 
stoical nation, as is evidenced by the apparent 
cheerfulness you can still see around you, even in 
the face of these difficult economic times and a 
depressing summer! 
 
There is something of an air of optimism, 
perhaps founded in the changes which are in 
store for the town; changes which could help 
transform prospects for the community.  
Needless to say, the planned improvements 
cannot come quickly enough for some people, 
while others fear the disruption and 
inconvenience which the change period will 
inevitably bring.   
 
But change is needed if Brentwood is to hold its 
own in the Essex economy and many see it as an 
increasingly attractive place to do business.  In 
Chamber we are happy to welcome, as new 
members, many whose business is in what is now 
termed the ‘cyber economy’, so there is ample 
room for the new and the traditional.  
 
With summer (such as it was!) firmly behind us, 
we look forward to the prospects as well as the 
challenges which the coming winter will bring to 
the local business community.  We are confident 
that these will be met by the grit and ingenuity 
which characterises Chamber members.  Best 
wishes for the winter ahead. 
 
Mike Hawkins  
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This month’s Newsletter has been sponsored by: 

 
 

39-41 High Street Brentwood, CM14 4RH   Telephone 01277 268700     www.pinneyrogers.co.uk 
 



MEMBERS NEWS 
 

 
 

An article by this month’s Newsletter sponsors, Solicitors Pinney 
Rogers…………….. 
 

 
 
Divorce - What you need to know? 
 
Whilst divorce rates across England and Wales have fallen this year, it is a sad fact of life that a 
significant number of marriages still end in divorce. 
 
It is a common myth that there are now many grounds for divorce; there is in fact only one.  To 
obtain a divorce it has to be proved that the marriage has irretrievably broken down.  However, to 
satisfy the Court of this fact the party issuing the divorce proceedings has to establish one of five 
facts:  separation for five years; separation for two years with the other party’s consent, 
desertion, adultery or unreasonable behaviour. 
 
99% of petitions proceed undefended and it is now good practice to try and agree the contents of 
the petition prior to issue.  The whole divorce process usually takes between four and six months 
but there may be good reasons why the Decree Absolute is not applied for until the financial 
issues are resolved. 
 
There are a number of options available to couples to assist them to resolve any financial issues; 
negotiation between solicitors, mediation, collaborative practice or as a last resort court 
proceedings.  The majority of cases can be resolved without the necessity of court proceedings 
but as every situation is different it is important to obtain specialist advice early. 
 
Pinney Rogers LLP has a specialist family team providing clients with clear pragmatic advice.  
Pinney Rogers LLP Brentwood Office is currently offering free family consultations.  To book an 
appointment please telephone 01277 268700 or email mail@pinneyrogers.co.uk 
 
 

 

 

The following companies have joined us recently and 
we welcome them to membership of Chamber: 

 
Time 107.5 FM, 7th Floor, Lambourne House, Western Road, Romford, RM1 3LD 

Bookkeepingfirst.com, 6 Pinewood Way, Hutton, Brentwood CM13 1HP 
Schwartz Organisation Printing, Unit 2 Hutton Industrial Estate, Wash Road, Brentwood CM13 1TA 

Assai, 5 Ropers Yard, Hart Street, Brentwood CM14 4BG 
beeyou Limited, 28 Britton Street, Clerkenwell, London EC1M 5UE (branch in Brentwood opening soon) 

 
 



 

     

A Message from Chamber Member Anami Law… 
 

 

Congratulations to   
Chamber member Matthew Norris of Menace Male Grooming in Shenfield, for being nominated as 
a finalist in the Young Entrepreneur of the Year category of the Essex Business Awards.  Judging 
takes place on 18th September and the Awards Ceremony is on 10th October. 
 
I am sure that all Chamber members join us in wishing Matthew every success.   You can find out 
more about Menace Male Grooming on their website www.menacegrooming.co.uk 
 

__________________ _______________ 
 

                             INCREASE YOUR LOCAL PROFILE - SUPPORT THE BLUES    
 
Brentwood Town Football Club (BTFC), "The Blues", is a significant member of the Brentwood 
community. From the club’s base at the Brentwood Centre Arena, they run two senior teams, three 
junior teams and eight ladies teams. The first team play in the Ryman Isthmian League at a level 
two below the Conference League - last season (2007/08), they just missed out on a place in the 
end of season play-offs.  
 
BTFC has been in existence in one form or another since the 19th century. The club's pinnacle was reached in the FA 
Cup quarter-finals in 1886 when they were beaten 3-1 by Blackburn Rovers, the eventual winners. 
 
The Arena has an enclosed pitch with floodlights and clubhouse. The ground can hold up to 1500 people with covered 
areas for 250 people. The local media are very supportive with The Brentwood Gazette featuring The Blues on every 
back page during the football season.  
 
In order to maintain standards and compete at the highest level, it takes a considerable amount of cash to keep The 
Blues going. Gate receipts only go some way towards it.  Supporting BTFC with advertising and sponsorship will help 
you promote your business to the local community and your staff. It will certainly help the club to survive and grow.  
 
Join Marriotts and commit to helping your local community support Brentwood Town Football Club. For a rate card or 
more information call Chris Edwards on 01277 236200 or email chris.edwards@marriottsassociates.com. 
 
---------------cut here--�	 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------�	 -cut here----------- 
 
 

LASTING POWERS OF ATTORNEY 
 
Every year, thousands of people become incapable of managing their own affairs due to injury, illness or 
simply the onset of old age. However, this does not mean that you should lose control of your life. 
 
There are practical steps that can be taken to ensure that you keep a degree of control over your financial and 
general well being, not least of these being a Lasting Power of Attorney. 
 
A Power of Attorney is a legal document which empowers an individual (the Attorney) to make certain 
decisions on behalf of another (the Donor). A Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) is such a document, but with 
the crucial advantage that it is still valid in the event of the Donor losing their mental or physical capabilities. 
The LPA replaced the Enduring Power of Attorney (EPA). 
 
There are two types of LPAs. A property and affairs LPA and a health and welfare LPA; the latter allows your 
Attorney to make welfare and healthcare decisions on your behalf. This could also extend, if you wish, to 
giving or refusing consent to the continuation of life sustaining treatment such as artificial nutrition or treatment 
for a life threatening illness.  
 
The LPA must be registered with the Office of Public Guardian. The financial LPA can be used as soon as the 
LPA is registered, the welfare LPA can only be used if you lack mental capacity to make those types of 
decision. Should you not have anyone suitable to act for you there is the option of appointing a professional 
such as a Solicitor as your Attorney.  
 
Lee Hibell  |  Anami Law  |  Email:lee.hibell@anami-law.eu  |  01277 226644 

For FREE entry for you and a partner to any home Rymans League match, just bring this voucher 
to the gate. Ask to speak to Keith Woodcock, Chairman or Ray Stevens, Secretary who will be glad 

to tell you more about supporting the best local football club in Essex 
 



 

     

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

 

 

Sign Off   
 
Later this month (18th September) your Chamber Executive Committee has a meeting with Council Leaders 
and on the agenda we have the following topics – Joint administration arrangement with Essex County 
Council; Council’s consultation exercise on Executive Model governance; What plans are there to 
ensure adequate car parking during Crossrail and town centre redevelopments; What plans are 
there to promote cycling (e.g adequate cycle parking)?   Also we will consider progress reports on:- 
high street re-architecture; new diversion system past the Sir Charles Napier; vision for Brentwood 
shopfront make-over, William Hunter Way development 
 
If you have views on any of the above please let me know as soon as you can so that we can reflect 
them in our discussions. 
 
Finally, you will have noticed that this month’s colour newsletter has been sponsored by Pinney Rogers.  
We thank them very much and invite you also to consider sponsoring a future edition (the cost is a modest 
£100).  Please let me know if you are interested. 
 

Mike Hawkins 
Executive Secretary 
 
Brentwood Chamber of Commerce, Pepperell House, 44 High Street, Brentwood, Essex CM14 4AJ 
E: info@brentwoodchambers.co.uk   |   W: www.brentwoodchambers.co.uk   |   P/F: 01277 214814 

Networking Lunches 
 

Our 2008 Networking Lunch programme will be held at the  
Marygreen Manor, London Road, Brentwood, Essex CM14 4NR, 12 noon to 2.00pm  

 
The next lunch will be 11th September, guest speaker Karen Waltham 
HR Consultant talking about the people management side of business 

 
 Christmas Lunch 11th December 2008 – Guest Speaker Cllr Dudley Payne Mayor of Brentwood 

 

For your convenience you can now book your place and pay online at:  
http://www.brantdesignstudio.co.uk/brentwoodchamber.html or telephone Elaine Othen 01376 564955 

Executive Committee Meeting Dates for 2008 are: 
 

18th September – Joint with Council, 16th October and 20th November 
 

If you have any issues you wan t to be raised at an Executive  Committee meeting, please con tact 
the Chamber office a week or s o before the relevant meeting and we wil l put it on the agenda  

Email: info@brentwoodchambers.co.uk 

Breakfast Club 
 

The next event will be held on Tuesday 30th September, 7.00 for 7.15am 
at The Crown Street Café, 25 Crown Street, Brentwood, Essex CM14 4BA 

 
Future planned dates are: 28th Oct and 25th Nov 2008 

 
For your convenience you can now book your place and pay online at: 

http://www.brantdesignstudio.co.uk/brentwoodchamber.html or telephone Elaine Othen 01376 564955 


